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lowed both and finally the scourge of famine and dis-
ease which swept over vast areas of the Russian em-
pire from 1918 to 1921 inclusive, left that country
with a heritage of nearly six million "wild children,5*
children, most of whom remembered neither their par-
ents, their birthplace, nor their homes. The govern-
ment proceeded to establish homes for large numbers
of these "bezprizornie" or roofless children as the
Russians refer to them occasionally with pity, but
more often with dread. Millions of youngsters of both
sexes have been salvaged in this manner. Others among
these hordes of wandering children salvaged them-
selves. Having reached the age when thy could work
they fused with the industrial and farming population
of the country and took leave of their roving past
forever. Large numbers of these untaught and undis-
ciplined youngsters inevitably followed the path of
crime.
Juvenile criminality is today a far more serious
problem in the Soviet Union than it is in any other
country. What has been done by the Soviet authorities
to counteract this problem is scientific, thorough and
exceedingly worth while. But it is inadequate. Russian
penologists are unanimous on that score.
There are seven institutions of a "medical-peda-
gogical" nature for the treatment of offenders between
the ages of fourteen and eighteen in the whole of the
Soviet empire at this writing. Two of these institu-
tions, at Leningrad and Saratov, are especially adapted